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The Association of Publishers in India is a trade organization that
stands for the promotion and advancement of international publishers
in India as well as protects the common interest of members and
professionals engaged in global publishing. This newsletter brings a
compilation of various initiatives undertaken and supported by the API.
At the beginning of the current term, the executive committee solicited members’
feedback on the focus of the API via a survey. A common thread was the need for an
inclusive approach that took into account the interests of various sections of publishing.
Based on the feedback, three sub-committees were proposed with nomination from
members. The Trade Sub-committee led by Aparna Sharma, the School Sub-committee led
by Neeraj Jain and Ratnesh Jha and the Higher Education and Academic Sub-committee led
by Nitasha Devasar were set up to take on the concerns of members.
Members also raised the issue of participation in API meeting and growing membership;
these continue to be concerns.

API FOCUS AREAS
Piracy
GST
Education
CBSE Advisory

OUTREACH & INFLUENCE
Inclusivity
Thought Leadership
Outreach to Indian
publishers, govt. &
industry bodies

API PARTICIPATION
Sub-committees
Meeting & Networking
Events
Industry Collaboration
Action by Office
Bearers

API FUNCTIONING
Inclusion
Communication
Guest Speakers
Sub-committees
Expansion to Indian
publishers

Higher Education & Academic Committee

School Committee
In March 2019, the Delhi High Court rejected a
plea filed by the Federation of Educational
Publishers in India, which challenged the Delhi
government's circular instructing schools to
prescribe only NCERT, SCERT and CBSE
books. This created an industry-wide concern for
publishers
operating in this
space. As an issue
of significance for
the industry, a
unified approach
was taken.

CROSS-ASSOCIATION MEETINGS
All Members
Legal Team
PR Team
• API led the conversation with FIP and FEPI to
develop a collaborative working plan
• Members nominated representatives to Legal
and PR teams as API took up the charge to
steer advocacy efforts on the issue
• 7 cross-association meetings were held to
discuss the way forward
• Unified PR and Digital Advocacy plans were
discussed

Continuing the awareness and advocacy drive to increase stakeholder buy in, the
committee focused on outreach and engagement with the researcher community.
Following the success of the copyright booklet (bit.ly/copyrightbooklet), an accessible
publishing ethics guide was created with illustrations of everyday ethical dilemmas
faced by Indian researchers.
• Publishing Ethics was launched in partnership with FICCI, GBO, FIP and IRRO on
23 April 2019, the World Book and Copyright Day at the German Embassy.
• A useful reference for researchers and publishers, it is freely downloadable from API
and IRRO websites. It has reached over 2000 researchers and publishers and has
also been shared across geographies in Asia and Africa. Publishers can download
print copies for distribution (bit.ly/publishingethicsbooklet).
• Based on this effort, discussions are on with the UGC for an event to highlight the
value of Publishing Ethics education.

Launch of Publishing Ethics
to commemorate the World Book and Copyright Day

“Publishing Ethics is everyone’s business.”
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Trade Committee
As key concern for Trade
publishers, piracy was the
prime focus of the
sub-committee. General book
publishers including Dorling
Kindersley, Penguin Random
House, Hachette and
HarperCollins held an informal
meeting with the local representative of Amazon to brainstorm
solutions and discourage online piracy.
• A set of actions were discussed between publishers
and Amazon. A follow up meeting will be scheduled
to monitor the progress
• Guidelines were shared with the members on the
procedure of Amazon Brand Registry which enables
brand owners to protect their intellectual property on
the platform

Ongoing Initiatives

• API is in conversation with 5 international publishers to onboard
them as a member and expand its reach.
• To promote fair trade and free competition in the industry, API’s
Competition Compliance Policy will be adopted in the next meeting.

Conclusion

Inclusion, cross-association collaboration and a focus on current
industry challenges drove the association in 2018–19. We call for
greater member participation and involvement in the working of the
API in the coming year.
For more information and suggestions, please write to us at
associationofpublishers@gmail.com
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Cross-industry Collaboration
CUSTOMS DUTY ON IMPORTED BOOKS
In its recent Budget, the Finance Ministry
announced the imposition of 5% Custom
levy on imported books. API sent several
appeals to the Finance Ministry, HRD
Ministry and other relevant stakeholders
raising concerns on the impact of this on
the industry as well as on end users and
institutions who purchase these books. API
also reached out to Publishers Association
and International Publishers Association for
their support in appealing to the government.
CONTINUING ADVOCACY ON GST
After clearing a zero GST on print books and a reduction of the
GST on e-books to 5%, the API Finance Committee continues
its efforts to minimize GST on royalties, and gain an equitable
solution for all sections of the industry,
INDUSTRY OUTREACH
• API representatives have been regularly participating in
intra-industry meetings with FIP, IRRO, FICCI, etc.
• A formal meeting was held with DIPP to discuss the value
proposition of the industry
• Information and best practices are shared with international
bodies such as GBO, UK IPO, IPA and PA

